Turtle Conservation in Lao PDR - A Review
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== Early surveys in Indochina (Vietnam, .
Laos PDR and Cambodia)
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pod sz Long gap in knowledge
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Following Bourret a great gap in our knowledge on
herpetofauna of Indochina/¢9 Bourret cUDQ99099
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By the end on the 20th century still a great deal to be learnt
of TFT in Laos and need for conservation
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Conflict and unrest

Global and regional conflicts as well
as civil war
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Second World War 1939 - 1945
Viethnam American War 1955 - 1975

North Vietnam - Kingdom of Laos
1958 - 1959

Laoatian Civil War - 1959-1975
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US Air Force Bombing Data

Map update on 11 November 2008 w
) website: www.nra.gov.la
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Trade surveys - undertaken, some
findings, need for more
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National, local protected or priority
areas
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Online trade monitoring




Stuart and Timmins 2000, review of conservation status and
trade of TFT in Laos

At the time 13 species recognised for the county
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Improvements in knowledge
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Since 2000 a lot of progress. Increased surveys, nat,l,onal
unlversmes mternatlonal NGO's and institutions. /mgg,cmu 2000
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In 2011 Bain & Hurley reviewed the herpetofauna of Indochina (Vietnam,
Laos & Cambodia)
- 600 species described at the time, approx. 25%
had been described in the 15 years prior. /10 2011 Bain & Hurley lowL
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Stuart et al 2011 - two new species records for Laos.
- Black breasted Leaf Turtle (Geoemyda spengleri) in Bolikhamxay Province
Bourret's Box Turtle (Cuora bourreti) in Savannakhet Province

- Auer 2011 - new species record for Laos, Wattle Necked Softshell Turtle (Palea steindachneri)
from the Oudomxai region
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Malayemys khoratensis in
' Vientiang province (lhlow et al.,
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Cantor’s Giant Softshell Turtle (Pelochelys
cantorii) confirmed in the Xe Kong River
(Attapeu & Xe Province (WWF Laos)

Fishermen described as common

Nesting beach and egg protection? sl W Neol s S
UararmonNv (Pelochelys cantorii) lOsvL Al - e
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Xe Province (WWF Laos)
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Surveys, Brakels et al 2018.
NIVIINOO 299 Brakels et al
2018.

Wetland surveys, significant
findings in Champhone wetland in

Savannakhet province

and Beung Kiat Ngong Ramsar

site in Champasak province/n9)
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. ) S - Yellow Headed Temple Turtles

Great opportunity for TFT , _ (Heosemys annandalii) -July 2019,
conservation project/cUpionNI0nN0 | Savannakhet Province, Champhone
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Investjgations into the illegal wildlife trade in central Lao PDR short report asian e
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_ d M Schweikhard et al. 2019

Schweikhard et al. 2019 and Kasper et al. 2022 provide a trade assessment using
market surveys of terrestrial vertebrates being offered for sale in Khammouane
Province

Observation 1n the trade: Giant Asian Pond Turtle : Heosemys grandis (3);
Mekong Snail-eating Turtle - Malayemys khoratensis (14), and Wattle-necked
Softshell Turtle Palea steindachneri (1)
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Palea steindachneri (1)
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New herpetofaunal observations from Laos based on photo records — Implement work for asten
saving species without voucher
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Existing Regional Projects
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Survey opportunities
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558 Some species p055|bly remain to be dlscovered In Laos
“ Swinhoe’s Softshell Turtle (Rafetus swinhoel) - CR, possibly Houaphan and
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- Survey opportunities
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Priority Protected Areas for TFT conservation in
Lao PDR |
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Opportunities for Conservation Projects
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Lao Wildlife Rescue Centre, assurance breeding?

Opportunities for breeding for release of priority TFT species In
Lao PDR.
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My Tao Lao Home for Tur{les & Tortoises
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Private breeding facility -
400 TFT of 9 speues/cU‘Uﬁz
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Facility Manager also
conducting herpetology
field SUrveys - Nathanael
Maury/waomv:a mvm
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Examples of Conservation Programmes
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Galapagos Conservancy announced that nearly 2,000 San

Cristobal Galapagos Tortoises (Chelonoidis chathamensis) _:. ’ 3
were counted on San Cristobal in 2016 oS o £§
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For moge information on our projects please contact
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The Asian Turtle Program

E-mail: info@asianturtleprogram.org
Tel: +842473028389
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http://www.asianturtleprogram.org/
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