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Protecting today so we can see tomorrow...
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One of two juvenile Big-headed Turtles of this field survey. The
capture of those small turtles showing that wild population of
area study might be still good. © Hoang Van Ha — ATP/IMC.

Collecting first ever pathogen health screening
samples from wild endangered Big-headed Turtles
in Vietnam

From 17% - 24" of August 2019, we have completed
an eight-day-long field survey in a protected area
in northern Vietnam in order to confirm the
existence of the endangered Big-headed Turtle
(Platysternon megacephalum) in the wild as well
as collecting pathogen health screening samples.
This activity is one of various steps to access the
release strategy for confiscated Big-headed turtle
in Vietnam.

Although weather condition was not great during
the field survey with shower or heavy rain every
day, our experienced field team were fortunate
enough to set a large number of nonlethal traps
and get a total of 7 turtles. Of those trapped turtles,
four Big-headed Turtles were trapped along with

One happy wild Big-headed Turtles captured by field team
during this field survey. © Hoang Van Ha - ATP/IMC.
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three endangered Four-eyed Turtles (Sacalia
quadriocellata). All turtles were released back to
the wild once photographs and morphological
data collected. Notably, we have also collected
swab samples for pathogen health screening on
wild turtles from those animals. These are the first
ever wild swab samples from Vietnamese turtles.

We would like to thank Fondation Segré
Conservation Fund and the EDGE of Existence
programme and Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
as well as our project partners, the Zoological
Society of London (ZSL), Paignton Zoo, Nordens

Taking swab samples from wild animals. Those are first ever

Ark, and the Centre for Natural Resources and wild pathogen health screening samples collected from wild
Environmental Studies (CRES) for their support turtles in Vietnam. © Hoang Van Ha - ATP/IMC.
to this project.
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Press release by: Ha Hoang - ATP/IMC
One of three endangered Four-eyed Turtles of this field
survey. © Hoang Van Ha - ATP/IMC.

For further information please contact:

Asian Turtle Program - Indo-Myanmar Consevation
Room 1806, C14 Bac Ha Building, To Huu road,
Nam Tu Liem Dist., Hanoi, Vietnam

PO Box 46 - Hanoi International Post Office

Tel: +84 (0) 24 7302 8389

Email: info@asianturtleprogram.org

Website: www.asianturtleprogram.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AsianTurtleProgram

Habitat of Big-headed Turtles at survey site.
© Hoang Van Ha - ATP/IMC.
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